I have cited an example of a surgical condition
because you cannot blame the doctor, that it was the
imagination of the patient at work. It is a moot point
whether a doctor is wise in treating serious cases in his
family unless he is forced to. But a cool-headed doctor
can handle serious cases in his family, sometimes calling
in a consultant if anything is out of his depth. But one
is sometimes forced to treat members of his family in a
crisis.

The wife of a doctor friend of mine went to her
father's place for confinement. When she was in pains,
she was admitted into a fairly efficient mission hospital
of the locality for confinement, and a telegram was sent
to her husband to be by the side of his wife to keep
up her morale. He was himself a well-trained obstetri-
cian. When he saw his wife in the hospital eight hours
later, the situation was causing some anxiety. His wife
was in labour for'the previous" 18 hours and was exhaus-
ted. The foetal heart was rapidly showing signs of
distress. The lady doctor in charge of the institution
had been to a place 25 miles away where she ran a
branch institution. She was expected any minute.
The assistants in charge were convinced two or three
hours earlier that a forceps delivery was necessary,
and therefore got everything ready for it. They were
waiting for the lady doctor to arrive and do the
operation. Naturally, the husband was a little worried
because further delay might mean danger, to the baby at
any rate. He, therefore, requested the assistant to do
the forceps operation and extract the child, or allow
him to do it without further waiting.

The assistant refused to comply saving that their
chief was expected any minute and that they could not
take responsibility, probably because the patient was a
doctor's wife. They offered to discharge his wife, if he
.felt it should be done. What could the Door husband-'
doctor do in a strange place, getting his wife in that
condition discharged ? He approached the local leader
of the medical profession and requested him to intercede
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